Epistula  xxvi  ad  Evagrium  monachum 


EmiTOAH  K 

npoc;  Euctypiov  povaxov,  Ttepi  ©Eotryroc;. 

ZcpoSpa  ze  Baupa^oo  Kai  Aiav  EKTiApttopai  trjq  vpcpaAiotptoq,  ottooc;  toioutoov 
@£oopppatoov  Kai  zr\  AiKoutoov  /JptpaEoov  aitioq  Ka0iataaai,  taic;  aKpi  (3eaiv 
£pootpa£oiv,  dq  avayKpv  ppaq  tou  Xeyeiv  Kai  ayooviav  diroSd^Eooq  TiEpuctdq, 
EpootpaEiq  avay  Kaiaq  Kai  xpqdpouq  ppiv  diayoov.  ndaa  SpAovoti  Aoittov  avayKp, 
Katoiuv  toov  £pootpa£oov  ppaq  ev  apydq  noidaOai  taq  aTTOKpiaeiq.  Kai  vuv  toivuv  to 
Tipoa£V£x0£v  epootppa  Tiapa  aou  toiovSe  Kai  rcepi  tou§£  pv,  ooq  tiva  tpouov  av  dp 
Ilatpoq  ze  Kai  Yiou  Kai  ayiou  IlvEupatoq  p  cpuoiq  (pv  av  tu;  opBooq  ou  aiav  paAAov  p 
cpuaiv  KaAoip),  TiotEpov  airAp  tu;  p  auv  @£toq;  Ei  pev  yap  duAp,  rauq  tov  tpdq 
£Tn5£^£tai  twv  npoEipppEvoov  api0pov;  To  yap  dnAouv,  povoEiSd;  Kai  avapiBpov.  To 
5e  api0poTq  vnoninzov,  avayKp  t£pv£G0ai,  Kav  pp  api0poiq  uTio(3dAptar  to  5e 
t£pvop£vov,  £pTia0£q'  Tid@oq  yap  p  topp.  Ei  toivuv  duAp  tou  Kpdttovoq  p  cpuaiq, 
TtEpittp  toov  ovo  patoov  p  0£aiq'  £i  5e  twv  ovopatoov  aAp@pq  p  0£  aiq,  Kai  5eT  toTq 
ovopaai  K£i0£a0ai,  to  povo£i5£q  Kai  airAouv  d>0uq  ekttoSoov  oixetai.  Tiq  ouv  av  dp 
tou  Tipaypatoq  p  cpuau;; 

Tauta  upoq  ppaq  dpaaKEq.  'Qv  taq  aTioSd^Eiq  6  trjq  aAp0daq  aKpi(3d>q 
n:apaatpa£i  Aoyoq,  ou  iiiatEooq  avaTioSdKtou  cpavtaaiav  anopia  trjc;  aiioSd^Eooq 
aAoyooq  TipoiaxopEvoq,  ou§£  pu0oov  TiaAauov  paptupiaiq  to  a a@pov  trjc;  7i£Tioi0pa£ooq 
£au  tou  KaAuTitEiv  TT£ipoop£voq,  aAAa  /JptpaEooq  aKpi(3ouq  Katavopca  Kai  Aoyiopwv 
6p@otpti  tpv  tou  0£oopp  patoq  niatooaiv  dq  toupcpavEq  n:poti0£p£voq.  ’Ay£  5p 
Aoittov  ppiv  6  Aoyoq  £vt£u0£v  0ia  oevezu),  Kai  Tiwq  5d  to  0dov  uTioAap(3dv£iv 
cpaaKEtoo,  TtotEpov  dirAouv,  p  tpmA£K£q.  Outoo  yap  ppaq  Kai  Aiy£iv  p  toov  ovopatoov 
tpittuq  Kai  tu  at£U£iv  (3ia^£tai,  Kai  toutoiq  aTroxppodpEvoi  46.1104  tiv£q  aa@pa  Kai 
navzanaoiv  doAa  auvEatpaavto  5oy  pata,  tpv  ouaiav  opou  tfj  toov  ovopatoov  ETipyo 
pia  TTa0oq  5iaip£a£ooq  UTiop£V£iv  So^ovzeq.  'A\\'  £K£ivouq  p£v,  obq  autoq  cppq, 
£at£ov,  aa0pwq  too  trjq  uTToApi);£ooq  autoov  auvpyopouvtaq  Soypatu  tt£pi  5e  tpv 
op@pv  trjq  £Tuyvooa£ooq  KataApijnv,  tpv  Eautoov  Siavoiav  £Tuatp£q)oop£v.  "O  toivuv 
£Gti  0£oq,  Tcpot£pov  uTToatpaopEOa'  Kai  d@'  outooq  exci  taq  diro  5£i^£iq  aKpi(3d)q 
rj^op£v.  'AttAp  Tiavtooq  £ati  Kai  ap£piatoq  ouaia,  to  aTiAouv  Kai  aaoopatov  ek  cpuaEooc; 
EKtuxoov.  'AXX'  iaooq  6  trjq  5iaip£a£ooq  toov  ovopatoov  avtmiTTt£i  poi  Aoyoq,  too  tpdq 
api0poo  to  tou  Kptittovoq  povo£i5£q  acpaipoup£voq.  rAp'  ouv  5ia  to  povo£i5£q 
EKcpuydv  ppaq  tpv  opoAoyiav  Ilatpoq  Kai  Yiou  Kai  ayiou  nvdpatoq  didvayKEq;  Mp 
ydoito!  tpv  yap  ap£pp  tou  KpEittovoq  d/ooaiv  ou  Kata(3Aai);£i  tuv  ovopatoov  p 
0£aiq.  Ta  yap  vopta,  Kai  pupioovupa  p£v  (etteiSp  na\mXr\Qeoi  Ka0'  EKaatov  £0voq 
ovopaai  KEKAptai),  npoapyopiaq  5e  Tiaapq  £Ktoq'  £Ti£i5p  Kupiov  ovopa  twv  voptoov 
t£  Kai  aaoopatoov  ouSev.  Ilooq  yap  Kupiooq  £TUKAp0£ip  ta  pp5t  oiir£aiv  pp£t£  paiq 
UTioTUTTtovta,  pp5'  oAooq  dv0pooTrivoiq  aia0ptp  pioiq  aAuivai  5uvap£va;  Aap(3av£a0oo 
5e  ppiv  to  (3paxutatov  tcov  voptoov  popiov  p  iJjuxp,  npoq  tou  Ilavtoq  aKpi(3rj  vopaiv. 
Vuxp  pev  yap  ovopati  0pAuK(p  TipoaaYop£U£tai,  Tiaapq  5e  0pAu5pioo5ouq  q)ua£ooq 
acpdtpKEv,  out£  appev,  ovze  0rjAu  Kat'  ouaiav  unapxouaa.  Kai  Aoyoq  5e  opoiooq  6 
npoq  autrjq  dfroKuiaKopEvoq,  app£  vikov  p£v  £X£i  touvopa,  Tiaapq  5e  Kai  autoq,  uoq 
qiap£v,  app£vo0pA£oq  £Ktoq  £ati  aoopatotptoq. 

Ei  5e  ta  toov  voptdv  eoxocza,  iJjuxp  Kai  Aoyoq,  Kupiov  ou  KEKtptai  touvopa, 
Tiooq  av  ta  frpwta  Kai  Tiavtoov  £Ti£K£iva  tcov  voptoov  vopta  Kupioiq  ovopaaiv  etu 
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K£KArja0ai  cpriaopiEv;  ’AAA'  r\  piEv  ovopaaia  xpgd  pr|,  5ia  to  avayKaTov  Eiq  drivoiav 
fipaq  ayouaa  toov  vor|td)v.  Tivd;  5e  Taiq  npoariyopiaiq  opou  Kai  tiqv  ouaiav 
naxupiEpbbq  auv5iaip£ia0ai  Soffiovxeq,  46.1105  ava^ia  navxanaoi  toov  Oeioov  Taiq 
sauTbov  svvoiaiq  So^a^ouaiv.  EiSd/ai  5e  aKoAouOov  f|paq  Touq  Trjq  aAr|0£iaq  em 
Yvoopiovaq,  obq  aSiaipsToq  eoxi  Kai  povoEiSriq  f|  0sia  te  Kai  apiEpriq  tou  KpsiTTovoq 
ouaia-  npoq  5e  xd  xp^oipiov  Trjq  fipiETEpaq  toov  ifiuxobv  aooTgpiaq,  Kai  piEpi^saOai  Taiq 
ovopaaiaiq  Sokei,  Kai  SiaipsaEooq  dvdyKTi  ucpiaTaaOai,  KaOooq  Ecpapsv.  "Ov  Tponov 
yap  f|  ifiuxn  vor|tr|  Tiq  unapxouaa,  voripaToov  anEipoov  aTTOKuioKEi  nArjOoq,  opooq  oute 
voripiaroq  SiaipEraxi  7id0£i,  oute  tou  nAf|0ouq  toov  vorpaaToov  t|ouxii  5ia  Ta  cpOaaavTa 
Trtoox£U£i  tiote,  nAouaiooTEpa  5e  paAAov,  rj  neveoxepa  yiv£Tar  ov  Tponov  5e  Kai  6 
TipocpopiKoq  ouToai  Kai  Koivoq  anaaiv  fipuv  Aoyoq,  aSiaipEToq  pidv  eoti  Trjq 
7ipoa£V£yKaia£vr|q  ij;uxnq,  Kai  Taiq  ijiuxaiq  5e  toov  aKpooopEvoov  ouSev  t|ttov  ev 
TauToo  KaQioxaxai,  KaKEivriq  piri  xwpi^dpiEvoq  Kai  TOUTOiq  EupiaKopiEvoq,  svooaiv  5e 
paAAov  rj  Siaipsaiv  auTbbv  te  Kai  toov  fipiETEpoov  ifiuxoov  Tpya^oiaTvoq'  outoo  poi  voei 
Kai  tov  Yiov  tou  IlaTpoq  pr]  xoopia0£VTa  ttootiote,  Kai  toutou  5e  naAiv  to  IIvEupa  to 
ayiov,  opoiooq  ev  too  vo o  Tiqv  EvOupriaiv. 

'Qq  yap  ouk  eoti  piexa£,v  vou  Kai  £v0u]ar|a£ooq  Kai  ojjuxnq  Siaipsaiv 
£Tuvor|0fjvai  Tiva  Tai  Topf|v  ouTooq  ou5e  tou  ayiou  IIvEupaToq,  Kai  tou  ZooTrjpoq,  Kai 
tou  IlaTpoq,  ev  pEaoo  Topiriv  r]  Siaipsaiv  £Tuvor|0fjvai  ttote'  Sioti  toov  vot|t6ov,  obq 
Ecpapsv,  Kai  Oeioov  aSiaipEToq  f|  cpuaiq.  "H  Kai  ov  Tponov  oux  oiov  te  naAiv  opoiooq  ev 
pisaco  kukAou  Kai  Trjq  aKTivoq  5iaip£aiv  EupsaOai,  5ia  to  dnaOsq  Kai  aaoopaTov 
aTiAouv  xe  Kai  dpi£p£q,  aXX'  n  |a£v  aKTiq  auvrjiiTai  too  kukAoo,  TouiaTiaAiv  5e  6  kuk Aoq, 
oiov  Tiq  ocpOaApioq,  n:oTaiar|56v  etuxtv  too  Tcavri  Taq  aKTivaq,  KaTaKAuapiouq  doafiEp 
Tivaq  cpooToq  rpaiv  £pya^6pi£voq,  Kai  TTEAaYi^oov  a0poooq  Tiqv  5iaKoapir|aiv  outoo  5r] 
Kai  oiovd  Tiv£q  tou  IlaTpoq  aKTiv£q  aneoxaXr\oav  £tp'  rpoaq,  6  xe  (pEyyooSriq  ’Ir|aouq, 
Kai  to  IIvEupia  to  ayiov.  "QanEp  yap  ai  tou  cpooToq  aKTiv£q  dpiEpiaTov  £xouaai  KaTa 
q)uaiv  Ttqv  Tipoq  aAAr|Aaq  axecnv,  oute  tou  cpooToq  x^P^ov^E  oute  dAAr^Aoov 
aTTOTEjavovTai,  Kai  pi£xpiq  ripiclov  Tiqv  xcipiv  tou  cpooToq  anooxeXXovov  tov  auTov 
Tponov  Kai  6  SooTrip  6  r)pi£T£poq,  Kai  to  IIvEupia  to  ayiov,  r]  SiSupioq  tou  IlaTpoq  aKTiq, 
Kai  ]i£xpiq  n^div  SiaKovEiTai  Trjq  aAr|0£iaq  to  qiooq,  Kai  too  IlaTpi  auvt^vooTai.  "Ov  5e 
xponov  Kairo  Tivoq  uSaToov  rcriyfjq  v£KTapioo5£q  acp0ovooq  n:poi£pi£vr|q  u§oop, 
aupi(3aiv£i  p£upia  xi  TrapmAriOEq,  Kai  p£i0pov  aKaTaaxeTov,  dq  TroTapiouq  5uo  too 
p£U|aaTi  T£piv£a0ai,  piiav  e^  evoq  ocp0aApiou  46.1108  Trjq  uriyrjq  Trjv  por]v  £^  dpxrjq 
EaxTlKoq’  SippuToq  5e  toov  TioTapioov  axriViaTia0£VTOov  Toiq  eiSeoi,  (3Aa(3£v  5e  opiooq 
ouSev  Eiq  Ttqv  ouaiav  ek  Trjq  Siaipsasooq  (Tfj  jjev  yap  toov  noTapioov  0eoei  to  p£i0pov 
5ir|pr|Tai,  Tiqv  5e  tou  xopiou  noioTriTa  piiav  Kai  Tiqv  auTiqv  K£KTr|Tar  Kav  yap 
anoxepyiaxi^eoQai  Ttoppoo  ttou  toov  TioTaiaoov  dcaoToq  toov  n:po£ipr|ia£voov  SoKfj,  Kai 
Trjq  rcriyfjq  acpeaxavai  piaKpav,  Ttqv  youv  apxnv  Tfj  ]ar|Tpi  Tipoq  to  5ir|V£K£q  Trjq  Tcriyfjq 
auvr|vooia£vr|v  £X£i)'  TrapanAri aiooq  ouv  Kai  6  toov  dya@6ov  dndvToov  0£oq,  6  Trjq 
aAr|0£{aq  TrpuTaviq,  Kai  tou  looTrjpoq  IlaTrip,  to  TipooTov  aixiov  Trjq  ^oorjq,  Kai  to  Trjq 
d@avaaiaq  cpuTov,  f|  Trjq  asi^ooiaq  nriyfi,  SippuTov  Tiva  tou  te  Yiou  Kai  tou  ayiou 
nvEujaaToq  Ttqv  vor|Triv  Eiq  ripiaq  anooxeiXac,  x^piv,  out'  auToq  ti  tiettovOev  Eiq  Tiqv 
ouaiav  (3Aa(3£iq  (ou  yap  |j£iooaiv  uTisaTri  Tiva  5ia  Ttqv  Eiq  npiaq  ekeivoov  aqn^iv),  Kai 
piEXpiq  ripioov  TrpoaExooprioccv,  Kai  tou  IlaTpoq  ouSev  r|tTov  axoopiaToi  Ka0£aTr|Kaaiv. 
'Apispriq  yap,  obq  dpajJE'  e^  apxrjq,  n  toov  kpeittovoov  cpuaiq.  nAsiaTa  |tev  ouv,  oo 
TipnooTaTE,  SuvaTov  r|v  supsiv  Kai  TiAsiova  toov  EipripiEvoov,  Tcpoq  aTioSsi^iv  Evapyrj 
Trjq  avayKaioTaTriq  IlaTpoq  Kai  Yiou  Kai  ayiou  IIv£U|aaToq  Evooasooq,  ov  Tponov  syeiv 
auTr]v  unoAaia(3av£iv  5eT-  aXX'  ETiEiSf]  aoi  te  Kai  Toiq  aoi  napanAriaioiq  paov  e^ 
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oAiyoov  ta  nXexoxa  KatapiavBavtiv,  tootou  xdpiv  evxavQa  x ov  rcspi  tootou  atrjaai 
tou  Bsoopr^iaatoq  SiKaiov  oor|6r|v  Aoyov.  46.1109 

Ti  to  Tuateueiv  dcpsvTsq,  tExvoAoyoupiEv  tgv  iriativ,  Kai  TrAripoupiEv  tgv 
duBupiiav  tou  koivou  5uapi£vouq;  Aoyiadiasvoq  yap  6  5ia(3oAoc;,  6  koivoc;  trjp 
dvBpooTiorritoc;  Aupitoov,  oti  yaAnvriq  ev  rpaiv  TroAitEuopid/ric;,  ta  trjq  £UG£(3dac;  avBd, 
rrjc;  nioxeixx;  5e  Kpatouaric;,  £u/Joo'ia  Kpatd,  cpiAoi  xe  tou  Aripuoupyou  yivopitBa,  iva  pig 
diiABoopiEv,  oBev  ekeTvoc;  e^eneoev,  opat£  x  i  ttettouike,  Kai  Tuoq  navoupyooc;  tov  KaB' 
ripiaq  £ppaiJ;op5r|K£  noAtpiov.  '0  pirixavoppacpoc;  toov  KaKoov,  Kai  aocpoq  £v  aTiataip,  Kai 
ttoikiAoc;  £v  £Tu(3ouAaTq,  Kai  ttAouoioc;  ev  toip  KaKoIp  pgxaviqpaai,  napaaK£ua^£i 
tivaq  £v  Tipoaxi piati  trjc;  EuaE^daq  atpat£uaaa6ai  Kata  trjq  TuatEOoq,  Kai  naoi  toic; 
£ua£(3£ai  5i'  autoov  aKaipov  cpiAovEiKiav,  Kai  iJiuxocpBopov  £V£(3aA£  tioAepiov,  Kai  trjq 
’EKKAr|aiac;  ta  pi£Ar|  Kat'  aAAgAoov  £Gtpdt£uo£. 

Etp£i);oo|a£v  toivuv  Kata  rrjc;  autou  KEcpaArjq  touto  5r]  to  aocpov,  Kai  tgv 
£ocppoauvr|v  autou  46.1112  ia£ta(3dAoopi£v  dq  o5uvr|v,  Kai  tievBoc;  aTiapriyopritov. 
Il£v6r|Goopi£v  tgv  dpgvriv,  r]v  ekeivoi;  puad,  KataAdiiioopiEv  to  ^uyopiaxdv,  Kai 
ataBpii^tiv  taq  Xe^eic,  tou  Soypiatoc;.  nauaoopitBa  tou  BeAeiv  dvai  toov  5i5acn<dAoov 
SiSaaKaAoi.  MiagaoopiEv  to  Aoyopiaxdv  exci  Kataatpocpfj  toov  aKouovtoov. 
Iliat£i3aoopi£v  ooq  oi  TTattptq  ripioov  TiapaStSooKav.  Ouk  £opi£v  toov  nattpoov 
aocpootEpor  ook  £cpi£v  toov  SiSacrnaAoov  aKpi(3£at£poi.  ’Ev  dpqvri  dcaAtatv  ripidq  6 
0£oq,  ook  ev  piaxn-  'Qq  £KAr|6r|pi£v,  ootoop  TrpoapitivoopiEv  tfj  pioatiKrj  tpau^ri,  ev  f| 
toov  oupavioov  ia£taAaia(3avopi£v.  Mg  yivoopitBa  Kata  taotov  opiotpaTiE^oi,  Kai 
aAAgAoov  du(3ouAor  pig  tvtaoBa  koivooviko'i,  Kai  £^oo  du(3ouAoi.  IlpoototoKoq  6 
Kopiop  rjKooatv  ek  trjc;  napBtvoo,  oox  oti  Stottpov  tiva  opioioytvfj  npoaeKaXeoaxo, 
aXX'  oxi  TTpoototoKoq  douyKpitooq  eoxx  Tipop  tooq  oiooq  twv  dvBpooTroov.  OoSt  yap  5ia 
to  dndv  6  'AtootoAop  tttpi  trjc;  too  Kopioo  £K  Ilatpoc;  avapxoo  y£vvr|a£ooq,  "Op  £ati 
TipoototoKoc;  ndaric;  Ktiatooq,  rj5r|  Kai  aStAcpov  too  Kopioo  aovtypaijiato.  Oo5'  ao 
TraAiv  6  aotoq,  TipoototoKov  ek  toov  vtKpwv  KaAtaaq,  rj5r|  Kai  opiaipiov  too  Kopioo 
7rap£iar|YaY£  TrapatArioiooc;  tov  a5r|v  naxx\oavxa.  'AXXa  TrpoototoKoc;  6  Kopioq  ek  too 
natpoq  Kai  ek  trjp  IlapBtvoo  Kai  ek  toov  vtKpoov,  iva  5ia  Tiavtoov  yvooBfj  to 
piovaSiKov  trjc;  oiotr|toc;  a^ioopia.  'AaoyKpitoq  yap  6  StaTrotiKoq  toKocE  onov  yap  r| 
pir|tr|p  TiapBtvoq,  nooq  toKoq  £ppir|V£o6pi£voq; 
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